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GATSBY REVISITED

IN THE AGE OF THE ONE PERCENT

Contemporary Art Galleries, Storrs Campus

March 13 – April 19, 2013

Gatsby Revisited Symposium

April 15, 2013 at 4 pm, Art Building, CAG (venue subject to change)

Closing Reception and
Gatsby Performed performance by Prof. Karen Ryker and Colin Walters

April 15, 2013 at 6 pm, Art Building, CAG 

The Contemporary Art Galleries are proud to present Gatsby Revisited in the Age of the One Percent, an exhibition of contemporary art exploring themes relevant to this year’s UConn Reads novel, The Great Gatsby.


Like the timeless novel that inspired it, Gatsby Revisited in the Age of the One Percent shines a light on the alienating and relentless pursuit of the American Dream. Visions of glamour and luxury continue to beckon us, often at great cost; this exhibition draws the themes from the novel forward to the present day, and highlights how little has changed since the time when the novel was written. The exhibition will feature works by internationally-known artists, including Shepard Fairey, Alex Katz, Julian Opie, Tina Barney, Eric Fischl, James Casebere, Julika Rudelius, Patricia Cronin and many others, as well as emerging socially-conscious artists who turn their sights toward the glittering surface of life among the one percent—never shying from the displacement and dissatisfaction that so often lies underneath. In addition to the novel, the CAG drew inspiration for this exhibition from Joseph Stiglitz’s Pulitzer Prize-winning The Price of Inequality, from the heightened rhetoric of the 2012 U.S. presidential campaign, and from the energy of last year’s Occupy Movement.


On Monday, April 15th, the CAG will also host an interdisciplinary colloquium discussing the social and historical issues raised by Gatsby Revisited in the Age of the One Percent and by the novel itself. The panel will feature artists, economists, historians, and literary theorists, who will discuss the themes of wealth and opulence in The Great Gatsby and the lingering resonance of these themes in the age of the “one percent.” Of particular interest will be the way the contemporary art world negotiates themes of economic inequality in a capitalist society, and how artists can maintain a focus on social justice in an art market that is dependent on capitalism.


Panelists will include Man Bartlett, an interdisciplinary artist specializing in social media and performance, who is best known for his ongoing “Occupy Man” economic performance art project inspired by the Occupy Movement; Dr. Veronica Makowsky, a Professor of English and Women’s Studies at UConn who has written extensively on F. Scott Fitzgerald and The Great Gatsby; Ray DiCapua, a professional artist and Associate Professor of Sculpture at UConn who works extensively with the intersection of art, politics, and social justice; and Dr. Micki McElya, an Associate Professor of History at UConn who specializes in American history, especially through the lens of gender, sexuality, and race.

The closing reception on April 15th, immediately following the symposium, will feature a dramatic and musical performance entitled Gatsby Performed.  This performance will be coordinated, written, and staged by UConn professor Karen Ryker, with costumes by Pat Ubaldi and musical accompaniment from music Colin Walters.


